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E X ON. 
Grace and Peace n 
Jeſus Chriſt. 


Right Reverend, n wn, | 
Haile in a_ Charitable deſire of the 
Churches and the Whale Kingdoms 
_ boy * matters 

tre in theſe en apers, though but for 
| the Excitation and Encouragement 7. 4 
Aua; and Was afterwards perſwaded, that 
if fait e ( through the Di vine 
| Bleſ *9 


The Fpiſtle Dedicatory. m 


) r meaſure to the benefit 
Fang, I 144 thereup ng to caſt in this 
poor mite of mine wa the common Treaſury. For 
this cauſe, and merely to this end, without any 
et her reſþeFt that art eds, or any the leaſt 
defire to gall or grieve the. its of any ; Id 
here humbly offer my W ell-wi ings of this kind, 
to the publick vie v, beſeeching our Gracious God, 
the God of Love and Peace, ſo to bleſſe my weak 
( but cordial ) endeavours that they may find in 


the firſkqtace, . with Ht 
0 power ) n prevalatity. with Them, 

125 Aer. my Self though of the meane ſt. 
and loweſt' rant) are conterned in this holy and 
great Affair. 

It. is not. ambition, but 8 that hath 
induced me to fend them thus forth under Your 
'Lordſhips Patronage, and ſoto tranſmit them ( 46 
through Your bands ) to the Prudent Confiderati- 
fa everend- Fathers and Bret hu iu the 
W pray theſe whom it harb pleaſed 
God, and (next "wider him) our Dear Sove: 
rain, to recommend unto Tour Lordſhips care. 
Nor do Therein preſume to give Inftruftions, or to 
| 108 Rules ie, that are in my on juſt 


eſteem 


The Epiſtle Dedicatoiy. 
efteem ſo much my Betters,-( ales, wha am J, : 
that in jo” Grave and Venerable a Saciery of "2 
Learned men, ſhould hurbour but a thoug he of ſo 4 
doing?) No, the bent of my Soul is, with a fofe 
and ail breath to quicken up their Holy Zeal, 
and humbly to beſeech them (every one in bis 
Place and proper Station) to imploy the choiceſt 
of their greater and more flouriſhing Abilities, to- 
ward the allaying of thoſe unkindly heats, and the 
making up of thoſe deſtruftive breaches, which the 
irregular fancies of this looſe age, ( through the 
juſt Judgement of God upon us for our fins) have 
brought upon the Nation, to the downflull ( al-+., 
moſt )* of our Religion, and conſequently the un- 
doing of this once flouriſhing, and (let me ſpeak 
it, on the" One ſide without Eiſyy; and without 
Flattery on the other) truly Apoſtolical Church 
of England. 

_ Unity in the Church, if founded pon Truth, 

a- ſweet Ornament, and a great ſupport : ad 
_ Whatever ſome may conceive, ] believe the 
wiſer fort will Judg e, that a decent and vholeſome 
Umniformtity is a Neal help, as to the firſt beget- 
ting, ſo to the conſtant preſerving of that Unity. 
ROWS; on the other fide, a Lawleſſe Multifor- 


mity 


. IEC. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

nity ( ſuch as that was which of late years bath 
born jo great a [way, aud by an impetuaus violence 
carried dawn all before it) may jufilj be repute] 
among the greateſt and ſoareſt Enemies of that de. 


i- able accord, which Chriſtiauity per fades. 


Ho Delorous and Direfull the effects have 
bern of this mam · beaded Monſter, to the great 
d+ſtwo bance of our Peace, and the diſſolving ( well 
nigh )) of that goodly Order Which St. Paul com- 
mended in the Church at Coloſſe, chap. 2. 5. 
yea, and hom much the Uln-bratherly contending 


for ſome fancied particles of a Negative Superſti- 


tion, in reference io the mere outward Adminiſtra- 
tion Four Huy Things, hath ſharpened, I Jay not 
only the Tongues and Pens, but the Swords and 
Pikes of the guided Multitude, our on dear 
experience cam /adly recompt, and the late twices 
r-peated | nſurrection of a Rebellious Crew (whoſe 
deſegn, it ſeems, was to have ingaged us once 
more in a Deſperate and Bloody War ) doth ſuf- 
ficiently demonſtrate. 

The truth u, nd better Fruit can be expected 
from ſuch a Tree. And therefore, What leſſe can 


the cenſaderation hereof wok in us, ( after an 


bumble Recognition and penitent Conrition, in re- 


ference 


* The Epi 284 
to our Obit manifold — tha 4 
Prudent and Zealous care of 12 ve 
can tu wurd the Quene bg of theſe umiatu / al and 
inteſtine Flames, together with our miſt inſtant 
and hearty Prayers unto Almighty God, for bis 
Gracious Direction, and Fatherly Benediffion, in 
and upon our diligece and endeavour that way. 
And, oh that it would p'eaſe the Drvine Goodneſſe 
(in whoſe hand are tte Beer fe te) ) Jo to 
mnlighten our mi N eflions upon 
the H ſſential of Faith 
and Godlmeſſe, 4221 4 aſide hoſe 4 45 
putes, and heart- di viding contentions about Cir- 
cumſtantial Niceties, we might all meet and j Jo 
together in a Juſt and Peaceable Conſormity, and 
þ ( at once ) exerciſe our Piety to God, our Sub- 
lon to Authority, and our affetionate reſpecłs 
of love and kindly aſSiſtance one to wardi another, 
. fludying ( as much as in ui lien) the preſer- 
roation of the Muity of the Spirit, in the bond of 
Peace; the beſt and readieſt way ( as wiſe men 
den) to ſilence the Clamours, pre vent the De- 
es, and ( if the goal plea are of God be uch ) 
oo: ctiſie the pore and _ the 
Hearts of the yet-remeining Sanballats, Tobi. 


0s, 


2 icatc 


4 * *  w_ als 07 
* £5 8 EY — ” x" 
* le LA 


| abs e rags time, vbe 3 9 
fraud, du what thiy-can: to interrupt. and binder 
us (as their Fathers ſametime did that good Ne. 
hemiah ) in repairing the Ruinet, and raiſing | 
wp the Walls of our Engliſh Jeralalem, | 

Aud in Order to all tha,that Your Lordſhip and © = 
... the reſt, who labour under you in ths part of the i 2 
Spiritual Vineyard, may thrive and proſper in aur. 
Holy Undertakings, the God and Father of ur |} 
| Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſo Bleſſe and Grown your att... 
ons with good ſucceſſe, that his Name in all things 
may be glorified, hu Truth ſetled, his Peace reflo. 
red, your Souls bleſſed, end the whole Church every 
day more and more both comforted and. OE: 4 


: So Sa | | | , F 7 


* 


38 -My Lord, | 4 
e our meſt Humbly 
«devoted Swan, 
Martin Blake. © 


Text. e 132, 5 9. 


For my "Brethren. 2 Companions fake, 1. oil 
now ſay, Peace be within thee. Becauſe of the 


N Ln our FO 3 thy 


Hen he people of Ht, after theie | 


- his gratious ' * 

they ſhould be quietly. ſeated in ther 

promiſed Land, 4 bo'ea te form all cadele; enmity 

round about, he would then appoine. a Place, where to 

fix his SanQuacy; as you may read, Dent. 12. 10. Re. And 
his wilt ase that at Louße  certairi times of 

the year, (vix · at Baſſer, Pentecoſt, and thie feaſt of Ta- 

bernacles j all the Males oſ. the people ſhould come up 


thither, ——— unto him, => 


— 


were oftentimes removed ( as in a fiate of migration) 
from place to place, until the time of King David. So 
long it plealed God to exerciſe his peoples faith, and to 
hold them in an humble expectation of bis performance. 
But at length, when the ſeaſon (which God had fore - 
determined within himſelf) was now at hand, it x leaſed 
him to make known unto Devid, that Feruſalm in the 
Tribe of Jadab ſhould be the City, and Mount Sies the 
place, where his Ark ſhould reſt, and where alſo he 
would have a Temple built unto his Name, as you may 
gather from choſe expreſſions of hie, 1 Cbron. 28, 11,19. 
compared with Pſal. 76. 1, 2.& 78. 67, 68. With much 
gladneſi did King David litten to this Oracle of God; 
and accordingly he had it in his heart, to have performed 


the whole work himſelf in his own dayes : but being 


commanded of God to leave the building of the Tem- 
ple to his ſonne Solomon, that ſhould ſucceed him, he 
contented himſelf as ro that particular; only he pro- 
vided for it forme materials aforchand; andin the mean 
ſeaſon addreſſed himſelf to bring up the Ark of the 
Teſtimony from the houſe of Abinadab (where it then 
was ) unto "Jeruſalem, which from thenceſorth became 
the ſolemn ſeat, both of Religion, and of the Kingdom, 
And here by the way we may obſerve the Piety and Zea] 
of this good King, in that, together with the well ſet- 
ling of the Civil State, he took into his Princely con- 


fideration the right ordering of affair in referenceto the 


Church and houſe of God. 

Accordingly, he calls unto bim the choſen men of 
Iſrael, and ſo with one unanimous conſent they chear- 

ly ſet upon the -work: And although their firſt at- 
tempt mi d, by reaſon of ſome failing in the man- 
ner, at which God was diſpleaſed: yet their ſecond en- 
deavours ( which were undertaken wich better caution, 
and more regularity of Devotion) obtained a better ſac- 


ceſſe ; for (as we read, 2 Sam. 6. 15, &c. _) They brought” 


apithe Ark ef the Lord with ſhouting, and wilbube ſound #fthe 
trumpet 


o * * WY y : As hg [ 6, * 4 * — 
„ . * . 
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3 
trumpets and. ſet it in bi place, in the. midſt of the Tabernacte 
thet Devid Le for it. Their failing at the firſt time 
was, partly in that Vzzob, being but an ordinary Le- 
vite, preſumed to touch the body of the Ark, which 
God allowed not to any but the Prieſts; and partly for 
that ( in imitation of the Philiſtines ) they carried the 
Ark upon a Cart, whereas God had required that it 
ſhould not have been borne, but upon the (boulders of 
the Levites. The error in bochcheſe was now at this ſe- 
cond time reformed, and fo the work ſucceeded to con- 


tent. * So then, though the intentions of Men in med - See 
ling with the things ot God be neveꝝ ſo right, yer the 1 Chen. 


ſacceſs will not anſwer our deſires, unleſs it be managed 
by ſuch hands, as God hath called and conſecrated to 
% cowalla e 
now all -is on they go; as full of Jo 
as of Devotion: and to further them in both theſe, 102 
King ( as it is conceived by moſt Expoſitors ) had fur- 
niſht them aforehand with this Pſalm, with a charge to 
fing it by the way, as the Ark of God was thus carrying 
up unto Feraſalem 3 and for this cauſe partly, and partly 
alot it may be) for that it was to be ſung with an 
elevated voice, it was called 4 Pſalm of Aſcenfions or 
rees. | | 
An excellent Pſalm indeed, and very oppoſite unto 
the occation, whereupon it was Ns id of a 
mixt-kinde, a8 conta in it expreſſions of ſeveral 
forts : for ie begins with Joy and Exalcation it goes on 
with Praiſe and Commendation ; and then (concludes, 
artly with Exhortation tothe People, and partly wich 
Procefiation for his own b | 
The Exhortation takes up the two firſt verſes where- 


15. 1, 2, 


12, 13. 
verſes. 


in this good Prince proſeſſeth his joy for the gratious 


temper of his people, exprefſed in their chearfull for- 
wardneſe, to frequent the place of Gods publick wor- 
ſhip, and their reſolution to be conſtant in their holy 
performances of that kinde. I glad ( ſaith he) when 

| B 2 they 


2 n 

they {cid unto ur, A bags beuſe of the Lord: eur 
foal ſtand. within thy gates, O Jeruſalem. See — 
much a;zealous and well ordered people in the matters 
of Gods worſhip do contribute to the comfort of their 
Prince: and how apt a good Prince is to rejoyce in their 
well-daing, elp-cially of that kinde, -. 

The commendation follows in the three next verſes, 
and ſecs forrh the — of Jeruſalem in a threefold re- 
ference, that is to ſay, Firſt, to the unanimity and ſweet 

agreement of the Inhabitants among themſelves, Ieruſa- 
ba Vi built: 48 aCity that is compact together, 
ly, to their devout and holy deportment 

| Fai cv Thither.C faich he) the Tribes £0 up, the 
Tribes of the Lord, unto the Teſſimony of Iſrael, to give thanks 
unto the Name of the Lord, verſ. 4. Thirdly, to their care 

42 5 in 74 equal diſtribution-of rewards, For there 

th he) are 4 15 Thrones of judgement, the ' Thrones. of the 

fo of David, verſ. $. Lo: here, the three great Orna- 

mente, and indeed the ſtrong ſuppores of 2 Kingdom, 
or Commonwealth, Love, Religion and Jaftice.' - 

The exhortation, which he annexeth to both the 
former, is briefly ſum'd up it the two next verſes,where- 

in he evvifech them (ereey:0ae tn his place) ico Uitiele 
the Throne of Grace for the confirmation of this ehbir 
ſweet accord and proſperous condition, without being 
interrupted by — 2 hoſtile-oppofition from with: 


2. work F 7 2 grape 775 wichin. The firft, 
* = eas 
Le. A — 2 t- 2 
8 in che CO wherein he adviſerh 
on to pray again — be-within thy 1 
Proſperity-within 1 7. whence we . 
Ger een Ho Gramm es Obliteh 
or State, are rendred the more comſortahle 258 laſting 
by the of Race ſuptradded to them; and that 
therefore in the midſt of all our enjoyments, we muſt 


beg chat bleſhng at Gods band, yea and call in ochert 
to 


: 
4 
* 
. 


8 
to concurre and joyn with us in their Devotions for 
that end. 

In the laſt place, the Proteſtation, which King David 
maketh for himſelf, and wherewith he concludcth the 
whole Palm, is fairly laid down in the two laſt verſes, 
whereih he ſeriouſly declares his own hearty intentions 
to prattiſe what he did adviſe, and to do in his on per- 
fon what he would gladly ſhould be done of others al- 
fo. The inference is, as if he had thus ſaid unto: the »» 
people then about him, You may perceive by what 1 »» 
have already ſpoken, how greatly your forward zeal ,» 
towards the houſe of God hath affected me to joy: and », 
I have laboured ( as could) to blow up that zeal of,, 
yours in a greater flame, partly by minding you of the, 
manifold bleſſings of God upon this place; and partly ., 

exhorting you (as much as in you lies) to promote 5 

c peace and welfare of it; that ſo, not only you for 
your own particulars, but your Poſterity alſo after you, 5 
may live happily under the continuance of theſe mer - „„ 
cies, and in your ſeveral ſucceſſive generations all along , 
enjoy this liberty of coming into Gods Courts, and par-. 
taking in his holy Ordinancer. This I have urged : and , 

et, I would not herein be miſ-underftood, as if, while 1» 
call upon you for this performance, I my ſelf would, 
be exempted 3 or as if (in all this) I had no further 
aym, than only the ſecuring of my own affairs: No fure- „, 
ly, but I will joyn with you in this good work, and „, 
bring on the beſt of my endeavours for it ; and that alſo, , 
four other and better motiyes, than my own Per» », 
ſonal or Domeſtical concernments. I can with truth », 
enough ſay unto 7eraſalem her (elf, for whom I plead , 
before you, For my Brethren aud Companions ſake, Twill ,, 
now ſay, Peact be within thee : beranſe of the Houſe of the Lord, 
aur God, I will ſeek thy Good, This Fconceive to be the ,, 

inference of theſe words apon the former: and from 

hence we may conclude the ſweet cemper and candid 
diſpofirion of this godly Prince, in that, while he 
com - 


(6) ; 
commended. ſo pious à duty to the obſervance of hle 
people, he-was no leſſe forward to lead them to it by 
his own example. 

And thus having brought you home to the words of 
my Tex, let us now ſtay a while, and take a view of 
them as they lye; They are elegantly brought in by the 
way of Apoſtrophe, wherein this good King, though 
in the hearing of the people, doth yet for the while look 
off from them, and turn his ſpeech unto Feruſalem, pro- 
felling his hearty zeal for the Promeatieg of her welfare, 
together with the motives inducing him thereunto. 
«© They are in effect, as if in other wards he had thus 
ce ſaid, Thy inhabitants, O Jeruſalem, and the reft of 
«© thy free Deniſons, whoſe weal dependeth upon thy 
te ſafety, are of my near and dear Relation. I look up- 
cc on them, ficſt as my Brethren, not in the fl:ſh only, but 
ce in the faith; and then, as my Companion, not meerly 
cc in the participation of the ſame outward bleſſings, but 
* in the profeſſion and practiſe of the ſame holy Wor- 
te (hip: and therefore, even for their ſakes, as much as 
© for my own, | will now ſay, Peace be within thee. Not 
only, Peace from without, but a bleſſed immunity from 
ce the violence of foreign Power; ( though that alſo ! 
ce wiſh ) but Peace alſo within by a ſweet accord and 
& loving agreement of thy Chi among themſelves, 
5 Nay further yet, thou art (O Salem) the ſeat of Reli- 
gion, the place where God hath ſet his holy Taberna- 
te ele, and the Ark of his preſence, where alſo he gives 
cc forth his holy Oracles, and requireth our Service, and 
c communicateth his Bleſſings unto us his people in a 
tc more ſpecial manner: and therefore, even in this re- 
© pard, Becauſe of the un the Lord our God, I will ( yet 
ce much more) ſeek thy Good. Seek it (I ſay) not by my 
© Prayers only, but by my endeavours too; not onl 
& my tongue, but my heart, yea my hand and all, ſh 
at contribute what ghey can toward thy preſervation and 
e wellfare,” This is ( as I conceive alſo ) the true 
ſtraln 


| 07) „ 
ſtraln of theſe words being indeed no other than 2 holy 
mixtare of reſolution and reaſon, while he ſayes, For my 
Bretbren and Companions ſakes, I xill now ſay, Peace be with- 
in thee, becauſe of the. beuſe of ibe Lird our God, I wil ſeck, 
th Good. \ 

Words worthy to be written in Letters of Gold, and 
to be treaſured up in our deareſt rem embrance, that ſo 
they may ſerve unto us as a pattern, whereby to regulate 
and ſquare our practice: which alſo that we may the 
better do, let us fee the partichlar oppreſſions, as they 
are here couched in the Apoſtrophe of King Devid to his 
223 Firſt, he tells her what he will ſay; and what 

is reſolved to do in her behalf: What be will fay, 1 
will ſay now, Peace be within thee : what he will do, 1 wil 
ſeek thy good. Her peace and wellfare is the main of bis 
intendment; and for the compaſſing of that, he will 
bring on all his endeavour he will not only with well, 
but do well to bis power: he will begin at the heart, but 
not reſt there: all that he is, and all that he hath, ſhall 
be employed about it. Secondly, he acquaints her with 
the grounds and motives, whereu he took this reſo- 
lution to himſelf, and they are ſpecially two; the one 
more civil, an Argument taken ſrom . — For my 
Bretbren and Companions ſake ; the other more ſacred, an 
Argument drawn from Religion and Piety, Becauſe of the 
bouſe of the Lord our God. Theſe were (_ as — dekes 
thought) among the chieteft motives, which quickned 
him up to this performance, that is to ſay, a tender re- 
gard to the good of his Brethren, with whom he was in 
communion 3 and a hearty well - wiſhing to t he thriving 
of Religion, and the ſervice of God, in that place where 
he had his being. | | 

By this time I hope you ſee in ſome meaſure, the drift 
and meaning of theſe words: I ſhall now proceed to 
make ſome Obſervations from the whole; and indeed 
(as you may perceive) the Text is very fruitfull in that 
kind; all which, if preſſed, would ſeaſonably conducs 

to 


(8) 
to our inſtructlon. But becauſs the timo, and the buſi» 
neſſe » is to follow, will not permit me to lnijſt up» 
on many, | ſhall only ( for this preſent) faſten upon one, 
which you may take(it you plraſe) in theſe wordy, That, 
It is both the duty and property of a God:y man, to be Afeclis- 
nately ⁊ealous for ibe peace and wellfare, ai of the Churcb in 
general, ſo of that Cbareb in ſpecial, to which ( in a more im- 
mediate manner ) be doth relate. A point of needſull con- 
fideration at all times, but eſpecially now; and accord - 
ingly 1 — give you, fiſt a penny of it, as by plain 
teſtimony from the Scripture, ſo by many very pregnant 
reaſons from the Bowels of my Text; and then after a 
ſhore Application of the whole, commend both you and 
all that hath been or ſhall be ſpoken by me, cothe good 
bleſſing of God. And the Lord for Chriſis fake ſo en- 
able me to ſpeak, and you to hear, that in the mutual 
diſcharge of our ſeveral duties, his Name may be gloriſi · 
ed, bis Church comforted, and our poor Souls . 

Firſt then, I ſay this is a good mans duty, ſuch a duty 
as I conſeſſe we owe ( in ſome ſort) to the whole com- 
municy of Mankind, for even they alſo( though in ſome- 
what a larger ſence) are our Brethren and 
and it is likewiſe poſſible ( if God will) that they may 
be brought within the compaſſe of Gods houſe, and 
therefore we may not altogether exclude them, either 
from our well-wiſhing, or well-doing in their behalf. 
as occaſion ſhall preſent, The very Law of Humanity 
doth-oblige us to the contrary ; But chen, in a more 
ſpecial manner, we owe all this to the Society of the 


Saints, as thoſe wich whom we are more nearly linked, 


and to whom we ſtand in a more intimate and dear Re- 
lation. As therefore the bond of Nature prompts us 
to do good unto all, ſo the bond of Grace calls upon us 
to do our beſt for theſe, in a more ſingular regard. 
This ſurely was the Judgement of St. Paul, au you 
may ſee Gal. 6. 10+ As we have opportunity ( ſaich he) et 


us do good unto all, but ſpeciolly to them who are of the Hope 
c 


— > 


TUO ee, 
Gneviaicy, and Cheiſt that 77 5 
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. 
God, — to your e | 
la reference to Almight 
the firſt place you would 
hand, ond lye ＋ * be : 22 
ration O your carriages h ore, n 
28 particularly of your. failings this 
reſt. 7 chat yo would ear 
the Divine me 
Pare eyes have 
whether habit | 
in ry ej rg] I | 
m, out © to 
you ch fie. > a 
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And he ins herd, 9 


gun 12 They have not the Love of God, 


who do not love the Unity of the Church. 
In reference to felves, my hearcy defire _ = 
you would praftife your own Prayers, andbri 
and choiceft of your endeavours by all g — 
to compoſi chat which you have prayed for. And, as 
tending 15 e me eve 10 preſent you with 
2517 gReqy 8 


ba. 
A Requ 


is, that you noche difiinguiſh be- 

Be. ogical Verities , and Problematical- Que- 
ries: /in-Which latter (you know) many learned and 
godly wel have and may have apprebenlions contrary 


to our Concept And here , out Duty is, not to 


and — in our dun Dererming- 

muſt remember, we are but men, and there- 
fore not infallible, bar fubject (not ſeldom) to miſtakes. 
And upon this ground, it will become us Cas ſober 
Chriſtiant ) to be cather bumbly wo left then peremp- 
torily cenforious. 

My fecond Requeſtis, that you wonld put a difference 
Fore fre the cflentials of Religion, and the outward 
6 — — it; ehnt ie, between 
things of abfolute 

—— erence," whereĩti our laſul Superiours 
ira. interpoſe, for orders ſake. Arid 
that in thefe hatter (ein God 


be. too 


— we ji 


- hath not laid either h ; Command or Prohibition the 


E 105 bound to ſubmit himſelf qo his Siperfour: 
bo bn fo ia J aud in che Commonwealth : 
buen He in the Church; 


My third Req is,chat you wauld not befieve, chat, 
by W terre mand of your Superiours o 
Th y err ity wy re 


1 0 
f.confidered3: and ſo you” are 


taught; 


, ut preſcribed of God; and | 


yy (750 | 
mughr: onely your conformity to the Command of | 
your Saperiours is for che time (while the Command 
remaineth-in force) of neceſſary obſervance ;+ | ſay o 
neceſſary obſervance ; for though the thing commanded 
| * before) in its oa nature indifferent 
yer the uls of it (ſor tha time) becomes neraſſary to us 
by vertue of that higher. Command of God, which, 
doth enjoin us (in fach caſes) to yield obedience to our 
I awinl Superivurs, w 
My fourth Requeſt is, that you would take herd, how 
under the ſuppoſed notion of Religion, you flip (ere 
you be well aware of it) into the guilt of Superificion. 
There is (you know) a two fold Saperſicion, the one 
afficmative, the other negative. A „ when a 
man conceives himſelf obliged to this or that, as s thing 
intrin N — crane _ nature is but aſ- 
bitrarꝝ. , 2 man ſo j h of things 
arbitrary, as if (in the very nature of them) they were 
wicked and ungodly. And truely (for my part) I carts 
not ſay, which of theſe two is the greater 
when: God forbids the workkipping — 
where t WC „ there 
alſo he forbids the worſhipping of Imaginations. And 
to fay truth, what elſe are theſe ations, than lu 
ternal or mental Images „ which the of man con- 
triveth and carveth within it ſelf, and ſo ſers them up as 
the objeſt, or (at Jeaſt the Rule of Adoration ? 
My fifth Requeſt is, that you would not hold your 
ſelves bound to maintain for ever what you have once 
ſaid or done upon 8 miſtaken ground: of that ic will 
be any diſparagement to your perſonal repute, if now 
(upon a true conviction) you recede from thoſe pra- 
Qiſen, which formerly you both allowed in your felves , 
and preſſed upon others. I.fean, thi hath been to many 
(Ido not, I dare not ſay, ic hath been ſo to you) a great 
obſtruction to ingenuity. But, my Brethren, let us 
not deceive ous ſel res; _ certainly% what ever men 
2 may 
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. may y think; we cannot (n this caſe) bycter Th 
her for odr accepuance with God; or our crete with 
good men; that by profefling our ſelves to be overcome 


of Truth. Indeed, this is not fo much apa foil; -as an 
. honour ; for, in being thus conquered ,” we our felves 
obtain a noble Victory. Let us reflect Here upon chat 
famous Worthy, the great S:. Miguſtine,” who purchaſed 
to himfelf no leſs venerable eſteem in the Church of God 
by his Book of Retraftions , than he had done former- 
iy by his other Writings communicated by him to the 
My fixth Requeſt, as conſequent upon the former, 
is , that you would not overmuch regard the applauſes 
of the vulgar, or (it may be) the good opinion of 
ſome well meaning (but miſtak ing) Chriſtians, Ob, 
this itch after Popular eſteem is a thing of very evil con- 
ſequence, and will ſure ly hazard us (if not ſeaſonably 
cured) to many inconveniences. Indeed, it will make 
us unſit to be Maſters of our own judgement; yea, it 
will ſo weaken our fight , and for the preſent ſo blinde 
our eyes, that we ſhall not be able to diſcern Truth from 
Error, Peace from Faction, or the Lovers of Peace from 
the Troublers of our Iſrael. 

- Theſe are the Requetts, which | thought good at this 
time to preſent youwith, in reference to your ſelves, told 
you, there is ſomewhat elſe , which l would-alſo beg at 
your hands in reference to others: and the Particulars 
are ewo. | „ . 

- Firſt | would entreat, that in caſe you be not yer ſo 
cleerly (atisfied, as to all your ſcruples, and in every 
circumſtance, you would not however thereupon grow! 
clamorous,$ by that means endeavour to engage the mul- 
rude into the prongs of your diſcontent, Con- 
fider, Brethren, if tie miſtake be on your fide, yout ſin 
in ſo doing will be greatly aggravated , firſt in regard of 
the Power, which you diſobey ; ſecondly in regard of 
the Perſons , ham you miſlead ; thirdly in regard of 
your 
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for this diſcourſe lake, I but ®) ſappoſe I ay, 


the bleſſed influence of a gratious Prince, whoſe heart 


you may be in the right, yet let me entreat you once 
more to o , whether the thing (you contend for ) 
be of thas face, as for the ſake thereof to embroil 
a whole Church? Or whether (on the contrary) it be 
not an act of as great imprudence ſo to do, as for a man 
to burn his houſe , that he may waſt anegg ? Brethren, - 
you know, that all Truths are not of the ſamealloy z 
and that therefore (as the caſe may be) ſome harmleſs and 
quiet miſtakes.in judgement may be (comparatively ) bet- 
ter, than ſome unruly Truths, Surely, he was a wiſe 
man, and an Orthodox and well ftudied Divine &, Who «5.4 
ſaid, Though I love Peace well, yet I be main Truths better : ſweet as. 
and again, on the other (ide, 7 bougb I love all Truths well, tured and 
Jet I rather conceal 4 ſmall Truth, than diſturb the common % men 
Peace. Remember | beſeech you, the Truths, wherein my 
we all agree; are fundamental: and me thinks, our a py. Jofeph 
greement in them ſh 2uld tye us faſter, than for every pet- Hall, lare 
ty difference to fall aſunder. Give me h:ave here to com- Sip of 
mend unto you that ſcaſonible and wholſom advice of Marwick. 
St. Paul, Philip.3z. 15,76: where be ſaith, Let w (at many 
as le perfect) be thus minded: and if in any thing ye be ober- 
wiſe minded, God ſbat! reveal even this alſo unto you. , Never- 
theleſs , whereto, ye bave already attained , tet us walk by tbe 
ſame Rule, let ut mind the ſame thing. To be hot in our di- 
ſputes about Suppoſals, and in the mean ſeaſon (even by 
the violence of ſuch diſpates) to hinder the growth of 
Reals, Oh how unbeſeerming / how much better would ic 
become us, in matters of this kind, to leave off contend- 
ing, and to fall a (upplicating , firſtto God, and then 
anto Authority, that all theſe obſtacles and rubbe 
in the way of Peace, on either ſide, may be lovingly te- 
moved? 

Brethren, we are now (thanks be to God for it) under 
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| "42 - ; -  \ 
Lu we may gather from the affefts) is comp | 

up (as1 may (ey). of Truth aud Juſtice, Love and 

Tendercele, to God and Man; . 

moting of his Service z To Men, for the procuring of bis 
Good? and how can we but hope for an anſmerable Gare 
in bim to fectle Peace and unauimity among un, by a gra- 
tious condeſcention in things convenient to weaker ſpi- 
rit: * Belides, under che Government of ſo 4 
Prince, you may reſt aſſured., chat no rational Expedient, 
which may really conduce to the Publick ſ atis faction of 
all ſobet and modeſt Chriſtians, will be with- held: much 
leſs, the indicting (if need be] of a free, National, and 
well. compoſed Synod, if you will humbly wait the time 
for it. A fairway, 1 canfeſs ;. aud indeed a way. which 
God hath bleſſed from the very infancy of the Church, 
toward the filencivg of diſputes, and the repreſſing of 
ſtics in this kind: which alſo our late Saintly Soyeraign 
of dear and glorious memory (of u ham, nor we, nor, 
as the Apoſtle phr aſeth it in a like caſe , the world gas mor- 
thy) did Himſelf chalk out and recommend unto us in his 
laſt dying words, when his pretious Soul was (as I may 
ſay) upon the wing tou ard 3 Reſt. Now, un- 
der the expectation of all this, I beſeech you quiet your 
own minds, and let my words find acceptance with you, 
whilel ſay (as Joſeph ſometime did unto his brethren) See 
tht your fall not aut by 1he way: | 

But ſecondly, there is one thing more, wherein I muſt 
needs crave your charicable endeavours : and that is, that 
you would not onely be thus quiet your ſelves, hut allo do 
- your belt to quiet others, As our Saviour ſaid to Peter, upon 
another occatian,ſa ſhall my Exhortation be to every one 
of you, Et in conver ſus confirma Fratrez. In a common com- 
bultion , it is not enough to farbear the bringing of more 
feyvel to maintain the fire: but eyery good Citizen muſt 
be forward to his power toward the quenching of the 
fla Beloved, you cannot be ignorant, that there ace 
(ac this time) great thoughts of hearts for the ** 

0 
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of our Renlen. Oh now! for the Spirit of mei kneſſe, 


humilicy 5 and love (ſueh as was in Abrobem and Moſer) 
to intervene ,/ and ſeꝝ as hey did in effect, Sire, why do ye 
ftrive thaw ,""ſecing you ert®Brethren ? Why do ye re- 
vile, and ſinite, and wound each other by your unſeaſo- 
nable janglings ? Even thus ſurely it would become us 
(each one in his place, and within the compaſs of his own 
Calling) to expoſtulate wich our Brethren, and to endea - 
vour (is we can) wich a fweet and gentle calmneſs to allay 
the doifterous and tempeſtuous violence of horrer ſpirice, 
and with a and ſober importunſty to call them 
back (if p ) unto a right Chriſtian moderation ; 
that fo, theſe ſparks of contention (which are but in ap- 


3233 may dye away , and never have the power to 
indle into a 0 


- Give me leave here, as a hearty well- wiſher to the 
Churches Peace, to tread in the ſoot · ſteps of & grarious 
Soul now ar Reſt with God, and (upon this occaſion) 
to revive the memory of that ſweet and heavenly Spit of 
holy aun, who, when he faw the bitter contentions 
between Jereme and Ruff (two great and famous Do- 
Qors of the Church in his dayes) Hey mibs (faid he) gui 
vos alicubi ſimal invenire non poſſum, & c. Alas, that I can 
never find you two together / Now would 1 fall at your 
feee d | How would I embrace they, yea, and weep over 
them 2 "How would | befeech you, either for other, and 
each for himſelf, both of you for the Church, and therein 
eſpecially for thoſe weak ones for whom Chriit died, and 
who (not without their own great dange:) do ſad'y look 
on, and fee you two thus fighting one againſt the other in 
this Theatre of the world? Loe here, the lovely tem- 
per, and peaceful diſpoſition of the Holy Man: a pattern, 
well worth our imitation. ' Indeed , we have the or- 
portanity, which (it ſeems) he miſſed, yes, and com- 
plained that he hat ic nt: ud therefore, let us do » 

For 


leaſt) what he ſaid he would do; let let us beg and 
Peace, as we would for life, 


HA 
* 
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8 For wy dn part, I do malte it this day my 
r 


that my Ribs were as 


But A 
And may 


ln the mean (:aſon Brethren, as to you that are 
I ſhall conclude my plea for Peace and Moderation io a few 
words. It is to me an uncertain thing, whether 1 Mall 
ever meet you thus again together in this place God 
onely knows, but it is probable I never ſhall. And there- 
fore (as if now taking my laſt leave of you) let me breath 
out the very longings of my Soul into your boſoms, and 
ſhut up all with the words of the Apoſtle, 2 Core13, xr. 
Finally (Breiben) Farewell ! Be perfect, be of good comfort, be 
of one mind, live in peace, and the-God of Peace ſhall be. with 
you. Tohim, and to the Word of his Grace, I commend 
ou: and he merciſully grant, that every one, who both 
[card me this day, may comfortably return to his own 
home, aut ſanior, aut ſanabilior ! either actually more 
ſound, or at the leaſt wiſe) in a nearer diſpofition to bo 
made ſound 1 8 
And even ſo, O Holy Father, ſo be ii; ſor the fake 
of thy dear Son Jeſus Chriſt / to whom, with thine on 
Majeſtie , and thy bleſſed Spirit, three Perſons and one 


dience, now and for ever, Amen. 


God, be all Glorie and Honour, 'T hanſgiving and Obe-+ 
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s we 1 
(Gd oo to this end, among many other va- 
r 
flect upon, I do ea y beg your ca t unto 
theſe few Particular, whereof ſome refer to Almighty 
God, fome to your ſelves , -and ſome to Brethren. 
In reference to Almighty. God, I beg of you, that in 
the fieſt place you would bumble your ſelves under his 
hand, and lye low at his foot- Roo), under the coriſide- 
ration of your miſcarriages heretofore,. in what Kinde 
ſoever, and particularly of your failings this way among 
the reft. Secondly , chat you would earneftly implore 
the Divine nirey, for his gracious pardon of all that his 
pure eyes have eſpied to be amiſs in you to this very days 
— — 22 * » or onal 5 boy 4 
every irdly , that you w petition 
him, out of his abundant goodneſs, to beſtow upon 
ou the Spirit of Wiſdom, Humility, and Love. Of 
Wiſdom, that you may diſcern rightly between things 
that differ. and lay no more ſtreſi apon the Conſcience 
than Himſelf bath impoſed. Of Humility , that you 
may, not onely know, but alſo keep within the bounds 
of your own ſtation ; and ſo, meekly and quietly ſub- 
mit your ſelves, where you owe obedience, agreeable to 
his Command, Of Love, that in all your demeanours 
8 be ever fludious to obſerve that Golden Rule 
pf the Apaſtle, wherein hecallsupon us, to preſeuve 
the Unity of the Spirit in the lon o Peace, Epheſ. 4- 3: 
| An 


De Bp» + 
cap. 10. 


nf. lib. 3.2 


s) 


Aa, che racter; becauſe Cin ge. 2 
unt Bech. er 8 of God, 
25 do e love the Unity of the Church. 


In reference to your felves, my beurty defire lo; that 


ä fo would praftife your own Prayers, and bring on the 


and choĩceſt of 0 your endeavours by all meats 
to compaſi that which you haveprayed for-. Aud, 43 
rending hereunto , give me leave to Preſent you with 
theſe enſuing Re 
My firft Requ "is, that you would diſtinguiſh be- 
tween Theological Verities, and Problematical Que. 
ries: in which latter (you know) many learned and 
godly men have and may have apprehenſions cont 
to our Conceptions. And here ,” out Duty is, not 
be too confident and forward in our own Derermina- 
tions, We maſt remember, we are but men, and there- 
fore not infallible, bat ſudzect (not ſeldom ) to miſtakes. 
And upon this ground, it will become us (at ſober 
Cbriſtians) to be rather humbly mo gelt; than peremp- 
torily cenſorlous. 
My ſecond Requeſt is, that you eee a difference 


between the efleitiaſs of Refj igion , any i theroatward” 


circumſtantial adminiftration of it: thut is, berween 
things of abſolute nerefſicy, as preſcrided of God; vnd 
matters of Indifference, wherein our lawful Soperionrs 
have a juſt to interpoſe, for ordert ſake· And 
here we muſt remember, that in hefe latter (ſeeing God 
hath not laid either his Cominand or Prohibition) the 
Inferiour i bound co ſubmit himſelf to his Superiour, 
It is fo in the Family; and in che Common: wealth: 
And why not li in the Church ? 

My third R u, chat you would not believe, that, 

the interventn of yovrSap rx boar 


This nee, you ite any w of your 


Is — in, as co 
Nin] var, in Do Con; and ſ> you are 
caught; 


My fourth Requeſt is, chat you would take heed, how 
—. the ſuppoſed notion of Religion, you ſlip (ere 
ou be well aware of ic} into the guilt of Super ſtition. 

is 72 a two-fold $ erſtitian, the ane 
athrmative, the other negative. „ when a 
man conceives himſelf obliged to this or that, as 4 thing 
intri holy, which yes in its own nature ia but a- 
bitrary. . when man ſo judgeth of thing 
arbierury, 43 if (in the very nature of them) they were 
wicked andungodly, Aud erudly (for my part) I can» 
vot ſay, which of theſe two is the greater Superſtition. 
Onely, chis I koow, that in the ſecond Commandment, 
where God forbids the worſhippiog of Images , there 
alſo he forbids the worſhipping of lmaginazions. And 
to ſay truth, what elſe are theſe than in- 
ternal or mental Images, which the ſancy of man con- 
trivech and carveth within it (elf , and ſo ſets them up as 
the object, er (at leaſt) the Rule of Adoration 2 

My fifth Requeſt is, that you would not bold your 
ſclves bound to maintain for eyer what you have once 
ſaid ar done upon a miſtaken ground: or that is will 


— — hangs vat + as an 


— for, in deing thus conquered , we our ſelves 
obtain a noble Victory. Let us refleft here upon that 
famous Worthy, the great S:. Auguſtine, who purchaſed 
to himfelfno Les venerableeficensin the Church of God 
2 Book of Retractions, than he had done former 


An ry his one? Writing communicated by him a the 


My fixth Requeſt, as 2 the e , 
is ;/ that you would not GENES * the applauſes 
of the vulgar, or (it may be 1 opinion of 
ſome well-meaning (but mift ——.— Ob, 
this icch after Popular eſteem is a t — $a 
ſequence, and will ſure ly hazard us 1 caſonably 
cured) to many inconveniences. Indeed, it will make 
us unfit to be Maſters of our own judgement yea, it 
Will ſo weaken our fight » and for the preſent ſo blinde 
our eyes, that we ſhall not be able ro diſcern Truth from 
Error, Peace from Faction, or the Lovers of Peace from 

the Troablers of our [fracl. 

- Theſe are the Requeſts, which | thought good at this 
time to preſent you with, in reference to your ſelves. — 
you, there is ſome what elſe, which 1 would alſo 
your hands in reference to others: and! the Due 
are two. 

Firſt wouldentrear , chat lit perde vet yet fo 
cleerly ſatisfied; as to alt your ſeruples, ad ini every 
circumftagce, you would not however thereupon grow 
N — that means endeavour to enguꝑe the mul 
tude into the participation oſ your diſcontent, Con- 
baer, Brechren, Inch miſtake bs on your fie, you fin 
in ſo doing will be greatly aggravated, firſt in regard of 
the Power, which you diſobey 5 ſecondly in regard of 
. hom you millead 3 thirdly: in regerd ot 


your 


mah Nast 


ſan Rules let-urmind the 


be of that importance, a forthe pers em 
a whole Church ? Or whether (on the contrary) it be 
not an act of as great imprui to do, 'as for a man 


to burn his houſe , that he may waſt an egg? — 
vou know, that all Truths are not of ſame alloy 


and again, on the other (ide, fe hdr I love p& Truths 20. your! and 
yet Treiber conceal @ ſmall Truth, than diſturb the n dh man 
Peace.” Hemember | beſeech yu: the Truthy, of * 


we all agree, are fundamen 1 and me thinks, boy Dr Dr. Jug 
greement in them ſhoud re urfalter, than for every pet 
ty difference to fall afunder. | Give me leave hete toi com - 20 Gi of 
mend unto you that-ſeaſonable and wholſom advice of N 
25 Pau, Fhifip. 3. 15516. where he ſaith, Let wt (as many 
be "thus Sag! e tether 
667, God ſbell reveal ten this alſo ants h "Never. 
beleſs , whereto ye bave "already ata, 'tet u walk" by the 
ſeme thing. To be bot in Cut d- 
. and in the mean ſeaſon (even by 
FRA do hinder the prowrh of 
2 how u iog! how much better would it 


decome u: in matters of this kind, to leave off contend· 

ing; and to fall Tr firſtro God, aud then 

unto Authority, that all theſe obſtacles and rubbe 

in the way of 'difelther ide, may de foringly ro- 

53 Cases ene Cl ork) 
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the bla toflattcs of a gratious Prince, mack om 
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Tis op) of Tenth and Jubicn e. 
ans and. Manz To God, bor doger 
TN bers To Man for the bis 
: and how can we but hope for an Care 
5 ſercle nd unanimity among ws, by u gra- 
tious condeſcec in ching: convenient to wecker ſpi - 
rics,?. Beſides, 2 the Government. of, fo. 
Prince, you may reſt aſſured, r 
which may really conduce to the Pablick . of 


all ſober and modeſt Chriſtians, will be with-beld: much 
leſs, the jndiing (if need be) Gans Nations), and 


S il Ar 
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a 2 2 
| blſle Grow! the 232 infa 

| — — ſilenciug of LE — — 
ſtirs. in this kind: Stich al our late —— Sovetaign 
2 dear and glorious memory (of whom, nor we, nor, 


| hraſeth iris like caſe, the world was wor- 
th) hy pale nts chalk out and . unto us in bis 
lat dying words, when his pretious Soul was (as 1 may 


ſay) upon the wing toward his heavenly Reft, Now un, 
2 — all this, I beſecch you quiet your 
— — ee ane kde von, 
while | ſay (as Joſeph ſocmetime did unto his brethren) See 
92 not out 2 — Aug 3 
, one more, 

3 : 7 and that is, chat 

PRA TI 


me, [ Beloved, camo: — — — 
E a is e 
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| ) unto u right moderation; 
that ſo, theſe ſpacks of CA 2 but in ap- 
2 dye away , never have the power to 


Give me leave here, as a hearty well-wiſher to the 
Churches Peace, to tread in the foat-ſieps of a 
Soul now at Reft with God, and (upon this occaſion) 
to revive the memory of that ſweet and heavenly Spitiz of 
boly Auguſtine, who, when he faw the bitter comentions 
between Jerome and Riffe (two great and famous Do- 
Qors of the Church in bis dayes) Neu mibi (faid he) qui 
vos alicubi ſimul invenire non poſſum, & c. Alas, the can 
never find you two together / How would I ſall at your 
feet} How would I embrace them, yea, and weep; over 
them 2 How would l beſesch you, eicher for other, and 
each for himſelf, both of you for the Church, and therein 
eſpecially for thoſe weak ones for whom Chtiſt died, and 
who (not without their own great danger) do fad'y look 
on, and ſee you two thus fighting one againſt the other in 
this Theatre of the world > Loe here, the lovely tem- 
per, and peaceful diſpoſition of the Holy Man: « pattern, 
well worth our imitation. Indeed, we have the op- 

. portanity, which ( it ſeems) he miſſed , yes, and com- 

that he had it nt: ud therefore, let us do (ar 

) what he ſaid he would 63 let let us beg and ſeek for 
Peace, as we would for life. . 8 

os 


bis | | | 
In tbe mean ſeaſon Brethren, a8 $9 0a that xx fee 
1 ſhall conclude my plea for Peace and 
words. It is to me; an uncertaln thing, whether 1 Walt 
ever meet you thus again together In thle place : God 
know, bot it in probabie never (hall, - And there. 
(as if now taking my laſt leave of yog) let me breath 
ont the very longings of my. Soul-jnco your boſons; and 
ſhut up all with the words of the Apoſtle; 2 Cor: e rt. 
Finally oy Farewell! Be perſed, be of good camifort; be 
of en mn; live in peace, and the God of Peace ſball be with 
ils and to the Word of his Grace, I commend 
that every one, who both 
lontbiadey; 3 return to his own 
je, an ſanier 3 - 6h ant ſanabilior ! either actually more 


bs Ione Renee b diſpofition to bo 

Aud even ſo, O Holy Father, fo be it 3 for the fake: 

of thy dear Son Jeſus Chriſt ! 10 whom, with thine own 

— — 
onour 

dience,' now and for over, Aman, Wine 


